Book Bands

Guide to how the new colour bands match up with the old ones, and the expected progress during each year.

	
	Year group
	

	
	R
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	

	New colour bands
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Old colour bands

	Pink
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yellow 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	White

	Red
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Dark Blue

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Light Pink

	Yellow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Brown

	Blue
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Green

	Green
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Green

	Orange
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Grey

	Turquoise
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Orange

	Purple
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Orange

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Black

	Gold
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Black

	White
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Purple

	Lime
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Purple

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Dark Pink

	Copper 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Dark Pink

	Topaz 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Dark Pink

	Ruby 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Light Blue

	Emerald 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Light Blue

	Sapphire 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Light Blue

	Free Reader
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Free Reader


The above chart shows how the majority of children would be expected to progress through the book band levels during the course of each year. As children progress at different rates, not every child will start and finish the year on the indicated colours – this chart is just intended to give an indication of the likely range of achievement within a year.

